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SUSAN WOLF is Edna J. Koury Distinguished Professor at the The 
Department of Philosophy, University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill. She works chiefly in ethics and its close relations in philosophy 
of mind, philosophy of action, political philosophy, and aesthetics. 
Her interests range widely over moral psychology, value theory, and 
normative ethics.

ABSTRACT: Philosophers commonly distinguish between 
responsible and non-responsible individuals, understanding 
responsible agents as those individuals who are appropriate objects 
of punishment and reward, blame and credit, as well as such reactive 
attitudes as resentment, indignation and gratitude. Non-responsible 
individuals, by contrast, are never appropriate objects of these 
responses. The lecture will present reasons to question this 
distinction: By marking a difference between blame and criticism, 
and the different conditions under which they are justified, we can 
see that the concepts of responsibility and blame are not as unified 
as we generally take them to be. This has implications for our 
understanding of responsibility, blame, punishment and the 
problem of free will.
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